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Water Quality Crediting Program Design
Project Purpose
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. Develop a meanlngful and trackable tmrt of-eredit
liInking projects, maintenarce; <and othéraetivities {0 =
expected pollutant reductions e

« Desigmeperattanal protocols for a crediting program:
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 Define a consistent accounting mechanism for
pollutant load reductions




Water Quality Crediting Program
Team
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. PrOJect Teamdevelops pJ(OdUCtS —
— Environmental Incentives S
— Kieser & Associates
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. TI\/IDL AdVisors direct productions&.integratess.,

— Lahontan, NDEP & TRPA ™ T

-+ Project Advisory Committee providerevienws& .
guidance _— -

— National experts on crediting & trading programs
- CA NV, & Tahoe specific policy experts
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Water Quality Crediting Program
Approach
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Assess Taheeneed and analogous pfog‘rams
— Complete

Develop a consistent and robust “édlt&'defmef ——
appropriate uses :

— Currentthroggh summer -

Establish Program guidelines, roles &m
— Summer and fall

Related projects develop toels
— Tracking

— Verification & assessment




What is a Water Quality Credit?
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Anestimaterotpoflutantteading mass,_—
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A testable, verifiable and adaptable-%ir
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Charattenisiics,  — THmm——"" .
— Based on best available.science
— Easy to use by many —
— Practical for most significant.sources and controts

_— Supperts adaptive management -
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Water Quality Credit Uses
General

o Estimate inarvidtal pkojectf benefits &
compare to RSWMR.monitormgsiesulis.
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» Prioritize projects.inpregrammatic planning.

o Irack and report project.& programmatlc
accomplishments




Water Quality Credit Uses
TMDL Specific
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., Account for pollutant reduEti&as watherespect

to-MDL Ioad reductlon milestones & NPDES=
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. Enable geographic flextbtlity.in achlevmg Ioad
reductions & permit compliance .




Monitoring & Verification

Monitor representatlve prOJects and aetions for
credit verification N
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Compare expected-pollutant reductions.with

measuredTeductlons adaptlve managem et
= "3—‘__“"‘--._ -

Dévelop rapid field verifieation techniques
— Verify project constructed as'planned =

R el

— Determine if performing or needing maintenance

——




Crediting Program & Management System
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- -Crediting and tracking syStemswill feedinto an
overall TMDL Management SysSTeias..
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=+Rrovides performance feedback foreentinual
iImprovements , |
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« Management System guides adaptive management —
through continued research.and"RSWMP-monitering. ..
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TMDL Crediting and Tracking Program Timeline

. Credltlng and Tracklng systems developed 2009+
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« Revised NPDES permits 'endeperationmg__“
Mahagement 2010




